For more information, please contact one 
of the following offices: 


United States Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 
Eagle Lake Field Office 
2950 Riverside Drive 
Susanville, CA 96130 
(530) 257-5381 
www.ca.bln.gov/eaglelake 


United States Department of Agriculture 
Lassen National Forest 
Eagle Lake District Office 
477-050 Eagle Lake Road 
Susanville, CA 96130 
(530) 257-4188 
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Following the old Fernley and Lassen branch line of the Southern Pacific 
Railroad, the trail winds 25.4 miles from the Susanville Railroad Depot 
to the Mason Station trailhead north of Westwood. An addi- 
tional trailhead kiosk is located in 
Westwood next to the Paul Bunyan 
statue and near the Westwood Museum. 


Most of the trail runs through the 
rugged Susan River Canyon with its 
beautiful views of the surrounding 
mountains and reminders of the 
railroad and logging days of the 
past. Horseback riders, hikers, 
joggers, and mountain bicyclists 
use the trail. In the snowy winter 
months, cross-country skiers and 
snowmobilers use the upper 
oemes TEACHES. 




















Fernley and Lassen 
Railroad 


Built in 1914 to serve 
the newly developed 
logging community of 
Westwood, the Fernley and Lassen Rail- 
road hauled logs, shipped milled lumber, 
and transported passengers for over 40 
years. Operated by Central Pacific and 
later by Southern Pacific, the railroad 
provided the essential link between the 
Westwood mill, and the railroad’s main 
line in Fernley, Nevada. 


Bizz Johnson 


The trail is named in honor of Congress- 
man Harold T. “Bizz” Johnson who served 
in the U.S. House of Representatives from 
1958 to 1980. Congressman Johnson was 
instrumental in the successful establish- 
ment of this Rails to Trails project. The 
BLM Eagle Lake Field Office and Lassen 
National Forest, Eagle Lake District Office 
now jointly manage the Bizz Johnson 
Trail. 








LASSEN 





Bizz Johnson Trail 












e y FS 
FOREST : + _ —€ Campground 
| == 


30N03 
Agooumaz 





® 
ie 
To Highway 44 
oa 
| #7 . 
= e Pa | 
A-2) es 









¢ | Lassen Co. De 2 Se aki 
‘ |_Rd 101 | /30N29 | 
s Pa, ae 
Mason 1.—- Z ¢ FORE 
Station \ m4 


1 Kos State Highway 


redonyer.Pass ———, County Road 


el. 5700’ 












































—— Z ; 
= SUSANVILLE TRAILHEADS ====-= U.S. Forest Service Road 
3 3 2 MASON STATION ee 
ee “is TRAILHEAD | Be A (ee 
2 < 12S NN : SF seenene »» BLM 150” wide trail 
i= £ va ° _ AL CR. a <meta 
Le A-21) *s, onnector tn p 
5S oft : il Camp ,; a Yr << a OO] at Sao cere ae ° 
2S. ee pat (3; iis EUS kes | Gee oc tag eee = BE Son 
to —— 36° A, Ne Be 
saw Wis er - gt Walk-In/Ride-In 
. TH Trailhead (No Parking) 
Westwood TH Walk-In/Ride-In/Drive-In 
TH traci Trailhead (Limited Parking) 
Westwood ss —“ti‘“*Sts 
: Drive-In Trailhead and Da 
eee emito;Masor Station Use Area (Ample parking) 


Trailhead 










[TH] Westwood 
Trailhead 





Susanville 


Private Land 


of private landowners. 


Some sections of the trail are bordered by 
private property. Obey signs and stay on the 
trail in these areas. Please respect the rights 







Trail Use Regulations 


Help us protect the trail and its surroundings 
by following these regulations. 


Vehicles wz 


Motorized vehicles are prohibited on the trail 
between Susanville and the last Susan River 
crossing (2.4 miles west of Goumaz). Snow- 
mobiles are allowed west of Goumaz. All 
vehicles are prohibited from traveling the 
Susan River or on its banks. 


Firearms 


Firearms discharge is prohibited on or across 
the trail and at all trailheads. Hunting is 
allowed under county and state codes off the 
trail. Hunters take care, you are sharing the 
area with many others. 


Camping 
The Bizz Johnson Trail can be an inviting 


place to camp. There are several thing to 
remember. 
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- Camping is not allowed within one mile of 
trailheads 


- On BLM lands (Susanville to Devil's Corral) 
camping is limited to three days. 


- On National Forest System lands, stays are 
limited to 14 days. 


- Camping is not allowed on the south side 

road west of Hobo Camp. 
Campfires 2 
Permits are required and can be obtained 
from the Bureau of Land Management, U.S. 
Forest Service, or the California Department 
of Forestry. Build fires in designated areas 
only. On BLM or National Forest System 
lands follow seasonal fire restrictions. 


Trash 


What you pack in, pack out! Do not bury or 
burn your trash. Animals often uncover 
buried trash and scatter it. When you can, 
try to pick up what others have left. We can 
keep the trail beautiful if we leave the area 
cleaner than we find it! 





Trail f8llows Ash Street and 
County Road A-21 4 miles to 
Mason Station Trailhead. Follow 


signs along road. 









Westwood 
Museum 


Leave No Trace 


*Plan ahead and prepare. 

*Camp and travel on durable surfaces (avoid 
damaging vegetation). 

*Pack it in, Pack it Out. 

*Minimize use and impact of fires. 


Sanitation 


Do not use soap or detergents in or around 
the river. Carry water from the river to wash 
dishes and yourself. For human waste, dig a 
hole six to eight inches deep, more than 100 
feet from the water or trail. Cover all waste 
and toilet paper with soil. 


Water 


Drinking water from the river should be boiled 
or treated. Springs in the area have not been 
tested and spring water should be treated 
also. 






TRAIL COURTESY 


Trail Courtesy 


Some tips for sharing the 
trail. 


* Bicyclists yield to walkers; 
walkers and bicyclists yield to 
horseback riders. 


Let people know you're coming when over- 
taking them, so you don’t startle them or 
their animals. 


* Please avoid the trail when it is wet, particu- 
larly when riding a bike or horse. They can 
cause serious and lasting damage. 


Avoid walking in cross country ski tracks. 


Snowmobile riders and cross country skiers 
need to watch for one another. 


yw U.S. Government Printing Office: 1998-685-698 


From Fernley, the milled lumber was 
shipped to markets throughout the coun- 
try and around the world. 


At its peak in the 1930’s the Paul 
Bunyan Lumber Company operated the 
largest pine mill in the world. The 
Westwood trailhead’s railroad station type 
kiosk, the nearby 25 foot carved redwood 
statue of Paul Bunyan and the interpretive 
displays of the Westwood museum bring to 
life the bygone era when the woods and 
the town of Westwood bustled with the 
sounds and activities of logging and rail- 
roading. The western half of the Fernley 
and Lassen Branch line was alive with 
logging camps, spur lines, and switching 
stations. These vestiges can now be seen 
along the trail marked by replicas of sta- 
tion signs and explained through interpre- 
tive signs. 


With changing economic conditions 
the Westwood mill gradually declined 
leading to the demise of the railroad. The 
last trains operated on the Fernley and 
Lassen branch line in 1956. For 20 years 
the railroad lay unused. 


In 1978, Southern Pacific, abandoned 
the unused line. The Bureau of Land 
Management, with the support of the U. S. 
Forest Service and many community 
groups initiated the rails to trails conver- 
sion. The old railroad between Susanville 
and Westwood is now the Bizz Johnson 
Trail. 


The Bizz Johnson Trail, like the Fernley 
and Lassen Branch Line, continues to 
contribute to the well-being of the commu- 


nities it serves. As the railroad was a 
transportation link between Susanville 
and Westwood, the trail now links the 
towns recreationally. 


Local residents enjoy the scenic 
beauty and convenient access that the 
trail provides along the Susan River Can- 
yon and through the forests. And as the 
railroad once linked Lassen County with 
outside markets, the Bizz Johnson Trail 
now links Lassen County to a large popu- 
lation of trail enthusiasts - hikers, cyclists, 
horseback riders, cross country skiers, as 
well as sportsmen and railroad history 
buffs. Based on their trails interests 
many people now travel to Lassen County 
to explore and enjoy the Bizz Johnson 
Trail. 


More information about other rail 
trails can be obtained through the Rails to 
Trails Conservancy, a Washington D.C. 
based rail trail advocacy group with satel- 
lite offices in some states (202-331-9696). 


Hiking 


You will find the 18-mile segment along 


the Susan River from Westwood Junction 
to Susanville the most scenic. It is an 
easy hike with a 3 percent grade, except 
under Highway 36 at Devil’s Corral. 


A variety of day hikes is possible from 
the many trailheads shown on the map. 
By arranging your own shuttle between 
trailheads, you can enjoy more of the trail 
without backtracking. You can also back- 
pack along the trail. Water sources found 
along the trail are not safe for drinking. 
Drinking water should be packed in or 
treated. 


Equestrian 


Horseback riders love this trail. All eleven 
bridges are suitable for horses. The trail 
also passes through two tunnels. River- 
side trails bypass each tunnel. 


Bicycling 
Bicycling is best enjoyed on wide-tired 
bicycles. Multi-geared mountain bicycles 
are excellent for trail use, however, single- 
speed bicycles are also suitable. 


The gravel and dirt trail is relatively 
level with approxiamtely 3 percent grade, 
except under Highway 36 at Devil’s Cor- 
ral. Take care when crossing bridges and 
when traveling through unlighted tunnels. 


Cross-country 
okiing 


Higher elevations (4,760 feet to 5,500 
feet), shading, and northern exposures 
provide for better snow - and cross coun- 
try skiing on the 18.5 mile segment west 
of Devils Corral (see map). For a scenic 
cross country loop try this route: Start at 
Highway 44 and Goumaz Road. Ski Na- 
tional Forest System roads to the trail (3 
miles) then follow the trail east to Devil’s 
Corral. You will need to arrange a vehicle 
shuttle. 


After heavy snows, the lower 7 miles 
are skiable, but snow conditions deterio- 
rate rapidly due to lower elevations and 
open southern exposures. Two tunnels 
require walking. 


The best public access areas are at 
Mason Station near Westwood, Westwood 


~ Junction, Goumaz accessed from Highway 


44 near Hog Flat Reservoir, Highway 36 
near Devil’s Corral, and Hobo Camp near 
Susanville. Before beginning a cross- 
country skiing expedition, check local 
weather conditions. 


Fishing | S 

Spring and early summer are the best 
times to fish the Susan River’s rainbow 
and brown trout. To improve your 
chances the California Department of Fish 
and Game stock the river with sport sized 
rainbows from May into July. With easy 
access and scenery, its a great place for 
beautiful family fishing. 


Accessibility 


Surface is a mixture of compacted dirt 
and small gravel. Trail grades do not 
exceed three percent, except under High- 
way 36 at Devil’s Corral. (For more details 
on accessibility contact the Bureau of 
Land Management or the Lassen National 
Forest.) 





